B equaled those of a diesel
icery with 3 13- litre engine

toxic as fully
laden lorry

performing car
[in the tests] was a VW Polo
with a l4-litre turbodiesel
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was that small diesel cars
emitted far morepolhation than
karger cars and even Jorrics,”
said Tate. Other high polluters
included a Vauxhall Astra, Ford
Focus and BMW 318d. “On
average, the dicsel cars tested
emitted as much NO7 as 1,000
petrol-hybrid cars.

“These results also suggest
that replacing diesel taxis with
petrol-hybrids would be one of
the quickest ways to improve
city centre alr quality, ™ he sxid.

One puzzie is why small cars
generate more poliution, Tate
found they have less sophisti-
cated emissions controls to
save money and space:

By contrast, the larnger VIV
Passat ernerged as the ceanest
of all the diesels tested.

“This shows the emissions
problem can be solved but for
cheaper cars the technology is
too expensive and there may
not beenoughspacetofitalithe
extma components, ™ sasd Tate.

VW said it lacked details on
how the cars were maintained,
which could have affected
results. “In other studies, VW
Group vehicles are comparable
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